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1 BACKGROUND
In January 2015, New Steel City Strings Inc. was formed as an incorporated association under the Associations
Incorporation Act (NSW) 2009, governed by a volunteer management committee of local community
members. Steel City Strings’ Business Plan 2015 identified the following Vision and Goals.
OUR VISION
Our vision is to create a quality chamber orchestra of local players, representing the Illawarra and Shoalhaven
region, performing mainly art music, and featuring Australian composers and artists. We will provide a variety
of rewarding musical experiences to music lovers in the region and beyond. We aim to grow the orchestra
over time, to become a permanent part of the local music community, performing with other local artists,
musicians and musical groups.
GOALS FOR 2015
At least three programs, each featuring a member of the orchestra as soloist, and each performed in two
different venues on the South Coast/in the Southern Highlands
Contribute to community events by participating in local arts festivals and activities
Orchestra membership of at least 24 players by the third program
Paying audience of 300 for the first program, 350 for the second, and 400 for the third, with a ticket
price of $25 ($20 for students and pensioners)
Increased reach for audience through concerts in Berry/Nowra, Southern Highlands, Kangaroo Valley,
as well as Wollongong
Increasing revenue through increased ticket sales, sponsorships, partnerships, donations and grants
Payment for players, aiming towards a professional rate of pay for section leaders and for members
who are professional musicians
Mentoring and developing young local players through coaching and providing opportunities to play
and perform with the orchestra
Begin building a New Steel City Strings Inc. music library as a resource for the orchestra and for other
local string groups

4

Steel City Strings Annual Report for year ended 31 December 2015

2 PRESIDENT’S REPORT
We have had many successes this year with audience
turnout and the growth of the orchestra. We have
seen a consistent number of audience members who
have been attending our concerts, and the reaction
has been entirely positive. We take all our audience
surveys seriously and change our music programs to
reflect the opinions and suggestions of our audience
members. I would like to sincerely thank all audience
members for your support in 2015 and look forward
to your continued support in 2016.

continuing development of the orchestra, hiring
of venues and the ability to feature such talented
soloists and conductors. Thank you to Kiama
Municipal Council, Shoalhaven City Council and
Wollongong Art Gallery for supporting our orchestra
and allowing us to use the wonderful venues in
your area. I would like to particularly thank The
Wollongong Conservatorium of Music for donating
rehearsal space and equipment; your donation has
proved a significant contribution to the development
of Steel City Strings.

Orchestra members have worked very hard in 2015
to produce three quality concerts. We have seen
an increase in the number of orchestra members,
particularly younger musicians from the community.
It has been our goal to help develop and provide
opportunities to the gifted and talented musicians;
we feel we have been successful in doing so. The
junior quartet Les Cordes d’Or (“Golden Strings”) has
had the opportunity to be coached by our principal
cellist Ilir Merxhushi. Section leaders have worked
tirelessly to help to develop their sections in the
orchestra and we have seen a definite improvement
in the quality of playing and the communication
within our ensemble. I would like to thank all of
the players for donating their time to the first two
programs and helping to develop our reputation
within the community.

Last but not least, a big thank you to all our
volunteers: members of Steel City Strings Inc.
management committee, and all those volunteers
who help in setting up venues, front of house,
catering, cleaning, making equipment, transporting
equipment, preparing program notes, making
musical arrangements … the list goes on. Without
you there would not be a Steel City Strings orchestra.
Steel City Strings is looking forward to a number of
exciting concerts and projects in 2016. In partnership
with the Wollongong Eisteddfod, Steel City Strings
is pleased to feature a concerto competition section
that offers young string players the opportunity to
perform with the orchestra. We have several inspiring
concerts coming up, including performing Mozart’s
Sinfonia Concertante featuring members of the
orchestra and Benjamin Britten’s Simple Symphony.
We are also happy to announce that we will be
expanding to include concerts in Kiama, Nowra
and Berry. We are hoping to continue to expand the
orchestra and to develop many exhilarating future
projects.

We have been very honored to work with a number of
guest conductors and soloists in 2015. This includes
The Metropolitan Orchestra conductor Sarah-Grace
Williams and conductor Shilong Ye. Both conductors
have been tremendous in helping to develop and
lead the orchestra through our Spring and Autumn
concerts. Featured artists have also been an amazing
part of our 2015 season; soloists included our resident
cellists Ilir Merxhushi and Karella Mitchell, singers
Rebecca Moore and Louise Lavilles and Polish virtuoso
violinist Janusz Wawrowski. We were particularly
thrilled to feature local young violinist Anna Da Silva
Chen in our second concert of the season. I would
like to sincerely thank all of the soloists for making
each concert a special one, and our conductors for
inspiring us and helping us to prepare each concert.

Kyle Little

President and Musical Director

Steel City Strings has received a remarkable amount
of support from councils and businesses this year. I
would like to thank our corporate sponsors for your
ongoing support, which has made possible the
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3 MANAGER’S REPORT
In 2015, Steel City Strings orchestra was able to
achieve our stated goals and to largely realise the
aspirations expressed in our vision: “to create a quality
chamber orchestra of local players, representing the
Illawarra and Shoalhaven region, performing mainly
art music, and featuring Australian composers
and artists. We will provide a variety of rewarding
musical experiences to music lovers in the region and
beyond.” (see Section 1, Background).

two programs in 2015; as our reputation and our
audiences grow over time, we hope to move towards
paying closer to professional rates for the professional
musicians in the orchestra.
We have established a solid database of loyal
audience members, and use our website, Facebook
page and YouTube channel to keep in touch with our
community. We plan to enhance our communication
channels through the appointment of a Social Media
Manager in 2016.

Steel City Strings produced three programs in 2015,
each being performed in Wollongong Art Gallery
(in three Saturday evening concerts) and in other
regional venues (Bowral, Berry and Kiama) in Sunday
afternoon concerts. We have enjoyed full houses
for most of the concerts, and have expanded the
diversity of our audiences, with a visible increase
in young people attending, and of older people
especially in the Sunday afternoon performances in
regional centres.

We routinely conduct an audience survey after each
program, and audience members’ feedback and
suggestions help to shape our programs and our
performances (see appendix 6 for a summary of
audience feedback).
A big thanks to our community volunteers from
across the region, whose tasks include box office
at concert venues, venue and stage management,
catering, moving equipment, front of house, etc., as
well as governance of the association by a volunteer
management committee.

Soloists performing concertos with the orchestra
were drawn from the orchestra itself, or from
prominent musicians both in the local community
and from Europe. Each concert included works by
local Australian composers.

Yve Repin

Orchestra Manager, On behalf of the Management
Committee

The orchestra’s membership has grown and now
boasts a solid core of consistent players and section
leaders, with new members, including young
musicians, joining each new program. Conductors
were employed for the last two concerts in 2015,
enabling the orchestra to perform more technically
and musically challenging works.
We have received both in-kind and financial support
from our community partners, The Wollongong
Conservatorium with rehearsal space and equipment,
and Wollongong, Kiama and Shoalhaven Councils
with financial assistance or discounted hire fees for
Wollongong Art Gallery, Kiama Pavilion, and Berry
School of Arts.
Our grateful thanks go to our generous corporate
sponsors: South Coast Equipment Pty Ltd, Donnelly
Civil Pty Ltd, Ledacon Pty Ltd, KPMG Pty Ltd, Select
Civil Pty Ltd, Dean Industrial Pty Ltd, and Krop
Industrial Pty Ltd.
Players were paid for the first time in the final
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4 TREASURER’S REPORT
Audited financial reports are in Appendix 7.
Steel City Strings was able to start 2015 with $3,780.00 in the bank, being a $2000.00 “seeding” donation and
revenue from ticket sales in 2014. Players in the inaugural Steel City Strings concert in 2014 donated their
time in order to help kick start the orchestra.
Players continued to donate their time in the first program in 2015, further helping to meet the establishment
costs of the orchestra. For the remaining two programs (4 concerts) in 2015, payments were made to orchestra
members, soloists, and conductors, mainly thanks to the generosity of our corporate sponsors.
In 2015, gross income was $29,369, expenses were $26,015, resulting in net profit of $3,354. We were fortunate
to attract corporate sponsorship of $15,300; the remaining income was primarily from ticket sales.
Looking ahead to 2016, we hope to at least maintain support from our corporate sponsors, and to increase
other revenue by lifting audience numbers through enhanced communication/marketing channels,
attracting government funding, and raising some of our ticket prices to better reflect the value and quality of
our performances.

Judith Mitchell
Treasurer
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APPENDIX 1
CORPORATE INFOMATION
ABN 29 940 633 839
President and Musical Director:
Kyle Little
Secretary and Orchestra Manager:
Yve Repin
Treasurer:
Dr. Judith Mitchell
Community representative:
Dr. Georgine Clarsen
Community representative:
Dr. Sharyn Armstrong
Community representative:
Lyndall Fowler
Registered Office:
23 Railway Parade
Woonona NSW 2517
Auditors:
Julie-Ann Norris
Better Business Accounting
368 Princes Highway
Woonona NSW 2517
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APPENDIX 2
PLAYERS IN 2015
Violins

Celli

Kyle Little - concertmaster
Jacob Antonio
Liana Bonaccorso
Sefora Cohut
Claire Crighton
Jono Hendl
Wen-Tjen Lim
Joe McIver
Renae Pinazza
Yve Repin
Shaun Warden
Monique Ziegelaar

Ilir Merxhushi – section leader
Karella Mitchell
Tanya Phillips
Gemma Small
Cameron Zingel

Double Bass
Michael Barkl
Adrian Whitehall

Keyboard

Violas

David Vance

Joanna Landstra – section leader
Mariah Edwards
Janine Jackson
Miffy Ryan
Thad Shattuck
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APPENDIX 3
GUEST ARTISTS IN 2015
GUEST SOLOISTS
Anna Da Silva Chen
Louise Lavilles
Rebecca Moore
Janusz Wawrowski

GUEST CONDUCTORS
Sarah-Grace Williams
Shilong Ye

GUEST INSTRUMENTALISTS (NON-STRING)
Heather Crawford (French Horn)
Dianne Harrell (oboe)
Paulina Smirnov (Harp)
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APPENDIX 4
VOLUNTEERS IN 2015
Sharyn Armstrong
John Bowen & family
Sue Brittain
Georgine Clarsen
Helen Dooley
Lyndall Fowler
Fran Horne
Cookie (Glenis) Lloyd
Neville Lockhart
Roger Lyle
Julie McDonald
Michele Moore
David Vance
Ron Witton
Kate Worth

APPENDIX 5
PROGRAMS IN 2015
http://www.steelcitystrings.com.au/whats-on/3/
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APPENDIX 6
SUMMARY OF AUDIENCE FEEDBACK
Steel City Strings routinely conducts an audience survey following each program, with response rates between
30% and 45%. Following is a brief summary of the main themes emerging from the three audience surveys
(170 respondents) conducted in 2015.
Community awareness
Initially, audience members overwhelmingly heard about the first and second programs via word of mouth.
By the third concert, while word of mouth was still common, it was overtaken by “received an email”; this result
proves the effectiveness of the audience database being developed by Steel City Strings’ administration.
Other common sources of information were “saw a poster”, “contact/relative in the orchestra”, and seeing an
article in the relevant local paper.
Enjoyment of the Music
Virtually everyone found the music highly enjoyable (91% average across the three programs) or enjoyable
(8% average). Typical comments:
“A well balanced selection”.
“A mix of music from light and fun to serious and thoughtful”.
“The August concert had an outstanding standard - it was a proud regional musical production.”
Standard of Playing
Standard of playing by Steel City Strings was judged excellent (60% average), high standard (34%), or good
standard (4%). Comments were highly complimentary:
“It’s just so amazing to have an ensemble of this quality on our doorstep and as part of our community. It’s to
be treasured.”
“Pleasantly surprised at the amazing talent.”
“Wonderful, the musicians were great, and appeared to really enjoy playing.”
Audience suggestions
Suggestions for music were many and varied, and provide a rich source of ideas for the orchestra to consider.
As well as musical suggestions, other requests that the orchestra has been able to meet include reserving the
front row of seats in the Wollongong Art Gallery for young children; serving refreshments at interval or after
the concert; having some more “popular” or film music, or music that kids would enjoy, as well as the great
classical string repertoire; and increasing the ticket price in 2016.
More detailed summaries of each survey can be found on our website www.steelcitystrings.com.au
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APPENDIX 7
AUDITED FINANCIAL REPORT 2015
Scope
We have audited the attached special purpose financial report of STEEL CITY STRINGS for the year ended
December 31, 2015, comprising of a Profit and Loss Account. The Committee is responsible for the preparation
and presentation of the financial report and the information contained therein, and have determined that the
basis of accounting used is appropriate to the needs of the members. We have conducted an independent
audit of the financial report in order to express an opinion on it to the members. No opinion is expressed as
to whether the basis of accounting used is appropriate to the needs of the members.
The special purpose financial report has been prepared for distribution to the members of the association
for the purpose of fulfilling the Committee’s accountability requirements. We disclaim any assumption of
responsibility for any reliance on this report or the financial report to which it relates, to any person other
than the members, or of any purpose other than that for which it was prepared.
Our audit has been conducted in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our procedures included
examination, on a test basis, of evidence supporting the amounts and other disclosures in the financial report,
and the evaluation of significant accounting estimates. These procedures have been undertaken to form an
opinion as to whether in all material respects the financial report is presented fairly in accordance with the
requirements of the Associations Incorporations Act. The audit opinion expressed in this report has been
formed on the above basis.
Audit Opinion
In our opinion the financial report of STEEL CITY STRINGS presents fairly in accordance with applicable
Accounting Standards and the requirements of the Association Incorporation Act, the income and expenditure
of the association for the year ended December 31, 2015.
Signature of Auditor:

Name of Auditor: Julie-Anne Norris
Date 03/02/2016
Firm: Better Business Accounting
Address: 368 Princes Highway Woonona NSW 2517
Limited Liability by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation.
368 Princes Highway, Woonona NSW 2517 + PO Box 216 Woonona NSW 2517 + T (02) 4285 2112 F (02) 4285 2113
PARTNERS: Julie Norris FCPA, Delyse Del Turco CPA, Anthony Wise CPA
ABN 29 818 002 810
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AUDITED FINANCIAL REPORT 2015 (CONT’D)
Profit & Loss Statement
This year

Last year

Income
Interest received
Sponsorship income
Ticket sales income
Sundry income

0.34
15,300.00
13,218.27
850.11

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

Total income

29,368.72

0.00

Gross profit

29,368.72

0.00

Advertising
Bank charges
Donations
Computer and web expenses
Equipment
Hire of venues
Insurance
Motor vehicle expenses
Permits, fees & licences
Petty cash
Player fees
Printing, stationery, post
Show catering
Sundry expenses
Travelling

1,251.20
18.00
500.00
1,900.00
254.65
3,404.20
1,202.17
57.00
226.00
1,200.00
12,242.68
1,469.65
1,616.26
54.00
619.15

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

Total expenses

26,014.96

0.00

3,353.76

0.00

Less expenses

Net Profit
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AUDITED FINANCIAL REPORT 2015 (CONT’D)
Balance Sheet
This year

Last year

Capital
Retained Earnings as at December 2015

7,131.93

3,778.17

7,131.93

3,778.17

1,035.86
6,096.07

3,778.17
0.00

7,131.93

3,778.17

Less: Current liabilities

0.00

0.00

Add: Noncurrent assets

0.00

0.00

Less: Noncurrent liabilities

0.00

0.00

7,131.93

3,778.17

Current Assets
Bank – Steel City Strings
Bank – Steel City Strings Public Fund

Net assets
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OUR SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS IN 2015
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