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OUR VISION
Our vision is to develop a quality chamber orchestra of local players representing the lllawarra and Shoalhaven
regions, performing a variety of music including classical, contemporary and popular, and featuring Australian
composers and artists. We will provide a diversity of rewarding musical experiences to music lovers in the region
and beyond.
We aim to grow the orchestra over time, building sustainability to become a permanent part of the local music
community, performing with other local artists, musicians and musical groups.

GOALS FOR 2016
Professional development of orchestra members
through opportunities for solo performances with
the orchestra, expanding the orchestra’s repertoire,
and exposure to a variety of guest conductors and
soloists

Payment for players, ensuring a professional rate
of pay for section leaders and for members who
are professional musicians

Fostering musicianship in young local players
through meaningful engagement with professional
musicians and opportunities to play and perform
with the orchestra

Maintain and expand partnerships with local
government, venue providers, Wollongong
Conservatorium,
Wollongong
Eisteddfod,
Bluescope Youth Orchestra, etc.

A touring program to ensure regional communities
on the NSW south coast have access to performances of fine music by a professional string
orchestra
Contribute to the development of local culture by
participating in local arts festivals and activities
Develop audience musical appreciation through
innovative programming, comprehensive program
notes, open rehearsals and question and answer
sessions with the orchestra

2

Increase revenue through increased ticket sales,
sponsorships, partnerships, donations and grants

Continue to build a Steel City Strings music library
as a resource for the orchestra and for other local
string groups.

Steel City Strings Annual Report for year ended 31 December 2016

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Thank you to the Kiama Municipal Council, Wollongong
Art Gallery and Shoalhaven City Council for helping
to support Steel City Strings and for allowing us to use
It has been another successful year for Steel City your venues . I would also like to thank The Wollongong
Strings, with a growing number of orchestra members Conservatorium for the continued and unwavering
and three very successful concert series. Our audience support through the donation of rehearsal space and
members have been consistent throughout the year use of equipment.
and have provided constructive and positive feedback
through the use of surveys. I would like to thank all The orchestra has had wonderful support from the
those audience members who attended our concerts in volunteers including the members of the management
the 2016 season, our growth is due to your continued committee and those who assist with all that goes into
the preparation and execution of a concert series. Steel
support.
City Strings is still here because of your generous support
Our orchestra has diversified over the course of 2016, and the donation of your time.
having several new members from the wider music
community, including the Southern Highlands and Steel City Strings has an exciting year lined up. We are
Sydney. As our reputation as a high quality ensemble pleased to announce that we have confirmed Luke Spicer
grows, musicians are actively seeking participation in as our conductor for the 2017 season and are very much
our orchestra. It is my hope that this will continue to looking forward to the work ahead. We have three very
develop over a number of years. We have had success special concert series lined up, including ‘Celebration
in our gifted and talented youth program this year with of Youth’ where we are featuring several young artists
four young musicians performing with Steel City Strings. and are joined by Bluescope Youth Orchestra, L’Estro
These young musicians include high school students Armonico and the Shoalhaven Youth Orchestra. Our
and students from Sydney Conservatorium. The core second concert presents ‘Music from Around the World’
members of the orchestra have worked tirelessly to where we will be featuring several unique works from
develop the ensemble and present a refined concert different parts of the globe. Finally we end the year with
series. I would like to thank all musicians who performed a look at ‘Music Through the Ages’ where we examine
with Steel City Strings this year who continue to enhance the development of music throughout the centuries .
the orchestra’s reputation in the wider community.
Steel City Strings is continuing to grow and prosper into
We have worked with several talented conductors and 2017 and we hope that these concerts series will allow
soloists in our 2016 season. These include conductors old and new audiences to Experience the Energy that
Luke Spicer, Louis Sharpe and Keiren Brandt-Sawdy. In characterises our orchestra.
addition, Shilong Ye returned to conduct the orchestra in
our Concerto Competition offered through Wollongong Kyle Little
Eisteddfod. Each conductor helped to develop the President and Artistic Director
members of the orchestra and prepare the musicians
for each concert. Featured soloists this year included
members of the orchestra Monique Ziegelaar, Joanna
Landstra, Jacob Antonio, Karella Mitchell and Liana
Bonaccorso. We were also very lucky to include guest
concert master Shaun Warden for the Spring concert.
I was honoured to be able to perform as a soloist with
Joanna Landstra for Mozart’s Sinfonia Concertante
and I would like to personally thank the orchestra
members and management team for helping to make
this happen. I would also like to thank all the featured
artists who performed in 2016.
Steel City Strings has had continued support from local
businesses and councils in 2016. I would like to thank all
of our corporate sponsors for the continued support, it
is because of you that our orchestra continues to grow.
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MANAGER’S REPORT

of Southern Highlands-based professional film maker
Tony Williams, of Four Donkey films. Tony and his
family members have filmed and recorded two of our
2016 presented us with some unexpected opportunities 2016 concerts and produced DVDs of those concerts;
to diversify, as well as some unexpected challenges to as well, Tony has started making a documentary about
Steel City Strings and its members, which he intends to
manage.
complete in 2017.
We presented our three scheduled programs (see
Appendix 5) in Wollongong Art Gallery, with repeat We have received both in-kind and financial support from
performances in Kiama Pavilion and Berry School of our community partners: Wollongong Conservatorium
Arts. However, the concert scheduled for Shoalhaven with rehearsal space and equipment; Wollongong,
Entertainment Centre on 5th June had to be cancelled Kiama and Shoalhaven councils with financial
because of the extreme weather conditions in the assistance or discounted hire fees for Wollongong Art
lllawarra, Shoalhaven and Southern Highlands on that Gallery, Kiama Pavilion, and Berry School of Arts; and
a grant from the NSW Community Building Partnership
weekend.
Program through local MP Ryan Park, to purchase
Soloists in 2016 were drawn from the orchestra, and in conductor’s equipment in 2017 (Note: the funds will be
our June concert we welcomed Shaun Warden as guest received in 2017 and so are not reflected in the 2016
financial report). Other grant applications for State and
concertmaster.
Federal government funding were not successful. Steel
On 25th June, we were proud to offer, in partnership City Beverages provided water and soft drinks for the
with Wollongong Eisteddfod, a Concerto Competition orchestra and audience members in 2016.
for young string players, in which the seven young
soloists had the opportunity to both rehearse and Our grateful thanks go to our generous corporate
compete accompanied by a reduced Steel City Strings sponsors: South Coast Equipment Pty Ltd, Donnelly
orchestra (a world first, as far as we know). This initiative Civil Pty Ltd, Ledacon Pty Ltd, KPMG Pty Ltd, Select
was made possible through the sponsorship of local Civil Pty Ltd, Dean Industrial Pty Ltd and Krop Industrial
community supporter Dr Rod Sutherland, on behalf Pty Ltd. We have also received a sponsorship donation
of the Sutherland family. We plan to offer a similar from Benedict Recycling Pty Ltd to support our 2017
competition with Wollongong Eisteddfod in 2018. The programs.
two 2016 winners will perform as soloists with Steel City
As usual, a big thanks to our community volunteers
Strings’ first program in March 2017.
from across the region, whose tasks include distribution
In July, members of Steel City Strings were contracted of publicity material, box office duty at concert venues,
by local composer Nicholas Canosa to record some of venue and stage management, catering, moving
his compositions; on this occasion, the orchestra was equipment, front of house, etc.
conducted by Adrian Whitehall, a young local double
bass player who has played with our orchestra on a Once again we are grateful to David Vance for his
expert research and production of program notes for
number of occasions.
all our programs (these are available on our website).
We have received enormous support from Professor Governance of Steel City Strings is by a volunteer
Eduardo Diazmuñoz, chair of conducting at Sydney management committee of six community members.
Conservatorium of Music, who has provided us with
students and alumni from the Master of Music Studies Finally, thanks to our loyal audience. We estimate about
(Conducting). In 2016 conductors were Shilong Ye (for half our audience are return patrons, half are hearing us
the Eisteddfod Concerto Competition), Luke Spicer, for the first time. We value their feedback through our
Louis Sharpe, and Keiren Brandt-Sawdy. Each of audience surveys, and have made many improvements
these conductors had something unique and special to by following their suggestions.
offer to the orchestra which has developed under their
leadership, and we were pleased to appoint Luke Spicer Yve Repin
to be our resident conductor in 2017.
Orchestra Manager, on behalf of the Management
Committee

Another highlight in 2016 has been the involvement
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Treasurer’s Report
In 2016, gross income was $43,513, a 48% increase on 2015 gross income of $29,368. This was variously due to
an increase in sponsorship donations, steadily increasing audience numbers, and an increase in the cost of tickets.
This increase in income was achieved despite loss of revenue due to cancellation of the June concert in the
Shoalhaven because of extreme weather conditions. Income from ticket sales was $14,846, from sponsorship
approximately twice that ($27,645).
Costs directly associated with preparing and presenting our concerts was $35,407, mainly comprising payments
to orchestra members, soloists and conductors; venue hire; and design and printing of publicity material.
Administrative costs were a low $3,406, 8% of revenue, reflecting the enormous contribution made, by volunteers
in orchestra management and administration.
Calendar year 2016 ended with a net profit of $4,699. Full audited financial reports are in Appendix 7.

Judith Mitchell
Treasurer
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Appendix 1

Corporate Information
ABN 29 940 633 839
President and Artistic Director: Kyle Little
Secretary and Orchestra Manager: Yve Repin
Treasurer: Dr. Judith Mitchell
Community representative: Associate Professor Georgine Clarsen
Community representative: Dr. Sharyn Armstrong
Community representative: Lyndall Fowler

Registered Office:
23 Railway Parade
Woonona NSW 2517

Bookkeeper:

Irene Latoa
First Class Accounts PO Box 1639
Wollongong DC NSW 2500

Auditors:

Delyse Del Turco 8Com CPA Better Business Accounting 368 Princes Highway
Woonona NSW 2517
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Appendix 2

PLAYERS IN 2016
VIOLIN
Kyle Little - concertmaster*
Shaun Warden - guest concertmaster June 2016
Jacob Antonio*
Liana Bonaccorso *
Sophia Hans
Janine Jackson
Maya Kitagawa
Wen-Tjen Lim
Joy Liu
Joe McIver
Klara Morrison
Timothy Talbot
Alexandra Zachary
Monique Ziegelaar *
VIOLA
Joanna Landstra - section leader March*
Miffy Ryan - section leader June & September
Mariah Edwards
Anna Hewgill
Renee North
Thad Shattuck
CELLO
llir Merxhushi - section leader March*
Karella Mitchell - section leader June & September*
Catherine Barnett
Gemma Small
Thomas Zachary
Cameron Zingel
DOUBLE BASS
Michael Barkl - section leader
Louis-Carlos Ameneiro
Ethan Ireland
KEYBOARD
David Vance*
PERCUSSION
Lachlan Jones
Mario Bonaccorso
* Featured soloists in 2016
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Appendix 3

GUEST ARTISTS IN 2016
GUEST CONDUCTOR
Keiren Brandt-Sawdy
Louis Sharpe
Luke Spicer
Shilong Ye
OBOE
Lesley Challender
Dianne Harrell
FRENCH HORN
Dan Bardsley-Divina
Martin Fortescue
Geoff Walters
BASSOON
Nick Zengoski
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Appendix 4

Volunteers at concert venues in 2016
Sharyn Armstrong
John Bowen &family
Sue Brittain
Georgine Clarsen
Helen Dooley
Lyndall Fowler
Fran Horne
Neville Lockhart
Trish Luker
Roger Lyle
Julie McDonald
Michele Moore
Natsue Haji Oh
David Vance
Kate Worth

Appendix 5

Programs in 2016
http://www.steelcitystrings.com.au/whats-on/past-concert-details
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Appendix 6

SUMMARY OF AUDIENCE FEEDBACK
Steel City Strings typically attracts audiences of 150-180
at Wollongong Art Gallery, and about 120 at regional
venues (Kiama and Berry in 2016). Responses to 2016
surveys were 49 people in March, 46 in September.
No survey was conducted in June because the concert
at Nowra was cancelled due to extreme weather
conditions.

wrote “thankyou thankyou, you have inspired a love of
classical instruments in my children.”
Standard of Playing: This was judged excellent (58%
average), high standard (37%), or good standard (5%).
Comments were again complimentary: “the musicians
all clearly had a good time ... it’s highly commendable
to see such a band of accomplished performers ... I also
like the increasing youthfulness of the orchestra and the
good bond that is evident between them - they clearly
love playing together”. There was approval for hearing
orchestra members in soloist roles: “it shows the depth in
the orchestra”.

Community awareness: Respondents most often hear
about concerts because they have a teacher, relative
or other contact in the orchestra, or because they
are on Steel City Strings’ email list. Other sources of
information were word of mouth, ad or article in local
paper, poster or flier, and Muses list. A couple of people
used the Internet or Facebook.
Audience appreciation: Asked what they admire most
about Steel City Strings, the most frequent responses
Enjoyment of the Music: The March 2016 concert was were: “skilled local talent presenting to a local audience
the most appreciated, with all respondents rating it highly of fans (11 respondents), professionalism (8), music
enjoyable (88%) or enjoyable (12%). The September programmed to please/varied repertoire/pieces I would
concert received slightly lower but still positive ratings: otherwise never hear (6), enjoyment of the musicians (6),
71% highly enjoyable and 29% enjoyable.
dedication of the players (5), energy/passion/vibrancy/
enthusiasm “ (5).
Comments about the music were enthusiastic: “uplifting
... great variety ... up-tempo music was appealing ... More detailed summaries of each survey can be found
this was one of the best concerts I have ever attended on our website www.steelcitystrings.com.au
(including O/S, SSO, ACO)”. One effusive mother
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Appendix 7

Auditor’s Report
We have audited the accompanying financial report,
being a special purpose financial report, of New Steel
City Strings Incorporated (the association), which
comprises the committee’s report, the assets and
liabilities statement as at 31 December 2016, the income
and expenditure statement for the year then ended,
notes comprising a summary of significant accounting
policies and other explanatory information, and the
statement by members of the committee.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit
evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the
financial report . The procedures selected depend on the
auditor’s judgment, including the assessment of the risks
of material misstatement of the financial report, whether
due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments,
the auditor considers internal control relevant to the
association’s preparation of the financial report that
gives a true and fair view, in order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances,
but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on
the effectiveness of the association’s internal control.
An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness
of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of
accounting estimates made by the committee, as well
as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial
report.

Committee’s Responsibility: for the Financial
Report The committee of New Steel City Strings
Incorporated is responsible for the preparation of the
financial report, and has determined that the basis of
preparation described in Note 1 is appropriate to meet
the requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act
(NSW) and the needs of the members. The committee’s
responsibility also includes such internal control as
the committee determines is necessary to enable the We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained
preparation of a financial report that is free from is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
audit opinion.
Auditor’s Responsibility: Our responsibility is to express
an opinion on the financial report based on our audit.
We have conducted our audit in accordance with
Australian Auditing Standards. Those standards require
that we comply with relevant ethical requirements
relating to audit engagements and plan and perform
the audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the
financial report is free from material misstatement.

Opinion: In our opinion, the financial report presents
fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of
New Steel City Strings Incorporated as at 31 December
2016 and its financial performance for the year then
ended in accordance with the accounting policies
described in Note 1 to the financial statements, and the
Associations Incorporation Act (NSW).
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Income and Expenditure Statement
Revenue
Sponsorship Income
Ticket Sale Income
Sundry Income
Interest Received
- Bank Accounts

Expenditure
Accountancy Fees
Advertising
Bank Charges
Conductor Fees
Computer & Website Costs
Donations
Equipment
Hire of Rooms
Insurance
Music Consumables
Motor Vehicle Expenses
Permits, Licences & Fees
Player Fees
Postage
Printing & Stationery
Show Catering
Subscriptions
Sundry Expenses
Telephone
Travel

2016
27,645
14,846
1,021

2015
15,300
13,218
850

1
___________
43,513

___________
29,368

1,081
3,553
23
1,800
260
490
2,943
600
738

Net Profit
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1,251
17
1,900
500
255
3,404
1,202
57
226
12,243

328
20,206
417
4,774
661
88
440
90
322
___________
38,814

619
___________
26,014

4,699

3,354

1,470
1,616
1,254
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BALANCE SHEET
2016

2015

11,831

7,132

___________
11,831

___________
7,132

339
11,492

1,036
6,096

Total Assets

___________
11,831

___________
7,132

Net Assets

11,831

7,132

Equity
Retained Profits

Total Equity
Represented by:
Current Assets
Cash at Bank - Horizon CU 101741
Cash at Bank - Public Fund Account
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